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PREFACE

standards, after detaching them for the purpose from
the environment in which they had their being. The
individuals thus examined through a microscope of
modern focus appear monstrous and abnormal, and
we straightway assume them to be monsters and ab-
normalities, never pausing to consider that others of
that same past age, if similarly viewed, must appear
similarly abnormal.
Hence it follows that some study of an age must
ever prelude and accompany the study of its indi-
viduals, if understanding is to wait upon our labours.
To proceed otherwise is to judge an individual Hot-
tentot or South Sea Islander by the code of manners
that obtains in Belgravia or Mayfair.
Mind being the seat of the soul, and literature being
the expression of the mind, literature, it follows, is
the soul of an age, the surviving and immortal part of _
it; and in the literature of the Cinquecento you shall
behold for the looking the ardent, unmoral, naive
soul of this Renaissance that was sprawling in its
lusty, naked infancy and bellowing hungrily for the
pap of knowledge, and for other things. You shall
infer something of the passionate mettle of this in-
fant: his tempestuous mirth, his fierce rages, his sim-
plicity, his naivete, his inquisitiveness, his cunning,
his deceit, his cruelty, his love of sunshine and bright
gewgaws.
To realize him as he was, it suffices to remember
that this was the age in which the "Decamerone" of
Giovanni Boccaccio, the "Facetiae" of Poggio, the
Satires of Filelfo, and the "Hermaphroditus" of Pa-
normitano afforded reading-matter to both sexes. This
was the age in which the learned and erudite Lorenzo